
 

CULTURAL OUTING: 

ABORIGINAL EXPERIENCES 
We are excited to present a special cultural experience on July 16th. Nestled near the heart of downtown 
Ottawa is Victoria Island, a historical and sacred place for Aboriginal peoples within the traditional 
territory of the Algonquin nation. 
 
We'll be hosted by Aboriginal Experiences 
(www.aboriginalexperiences.com), whose 
members consist of First Nations from across 
Turtle Island or North America as it is known 
today. There are a total of 614 First Nation 
communities across Canada. The Nations, who 
were originally local to this region, are the 
Algonquin’s and Iroquois, which you will learn a 
little more about during your visit. As each of the 
team members from Aboriginal Experiences 
comes from different Nations, you'll have the 
chance to ask them more about their own 
backgrounds. They are excited to share their 
way of life from past and present with 
individuals interested in learning more about Canada’s First Nation Peoples culture and beliefs. 
 
You'll have the opportunity to learn about Victoria Island's rich history, take an our tour of the native 
village on Victoria Island, experience an interactive Pow Wow dance performance and enjoy traditional 
food from Aboriginal People across Canada. 

ADDRESS    ITINERARY 

Victoria Island 
100 Middle Street 

Ottawa, ON 

 Arrival and Welcome 6:00-6:15  

 Guided Tour of the Native Village 6:15-6:45 

 Interactive Dance Presentation 6:45-7:30 

 Buffet Dinner 7:30-8:30 

 

DIRECTIONS - ON FOOT (2.7 KM, APPROX. 40 MIN) 
● Enjoy a scenic walk through downtown Ottawa! En route you will catch sight of Ottawa City 

Hall, Confederation Park, The National Arts Centre, The National War Memorial, Parliament 
Hill, The Supreme Court of Canada, The Department of Justice of Canada, and the Ottawa River. 

● From the Desmarais building (UOttawa): 
○ Head southwest on Laurier Ave (East) 
○ Turn right onto Elgin St. 
○ Turn left at Wellington St. and continue walking until Wellington St. curves right into the 

Portage Bridge 
○ Take the Portage Bridge onto Victoria Island and turn right at Middle St.  
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DIRECTIONS - BY BUS (OC TRANSPO) 
● $3.50 Cash Fare (one way) (exact change only on buses) 
● From Laurier Station (2A):  

○ Take Route 97 (Bell’s Corners) or Route 98 (Tunney’s Pasture) 
○ Get off at Albert/Kent (4 Stops) 
○ Continue walking on Albert St. for half a block 
○ Turn right onto Lyon St. 
○ Turn left at Wellington St. and continue walking until Wellington St. curves right onto the 

Portage Bridge 
○ Take the Portage Bridge onto Victoria Island and turn right at Middle St.  

NOTES ABOUT VICTORIA ISLAND: 
● On site you will also enjoy wildlife, such as beavers, geese, ducks and groundhogs. 
● You are allowed to take pictures of anything on site - displays, dance performances and the 

wonderful scenery. 
● It is an outdoor site (with seasonal coverage, i.e. tent), so dress appropriately for the weather. 
● Please note that there is NO SMOKING within our site. 
● All of the souvenirs in our gift shop are from Aboriginal artists and businesses. 

  
ABORIGINAL EXPERIENCES' TIPS ON CULTURAL RESPECT: 

● Our attraction is called “Aboriginal” Experiences as this is the prevailing correct term for 
Canada’s indigenous peoples. Aboriginal means First Nations, Metis and Inuit who are the 
original cultures of Canada. Often, we would utilize our traditional language to explain which 
nation we belong to, such as Anishnaabe (for the Woodland/Algonquin nations) and only 
derogatory terms (such as savage or squaw) are inappropriate to use. 

● Dancer’s outfits are called “regalia” and not a costume (although they do wear theatrical 
costumes during our storytelling theatre). Please do not touch any of the performer’s regalia, 
without their permission as many of the items are sacred. 

● Due to the sacredness of the Island and the beliefs of First Nations people, we ask that all our 
guests refrain from Drugs and Alcohol on the site. 

● Please feel free to ask any questions. No questions are silly questions as we as a people take 
pride in sharing our culture with those who ask in a good way. Our guides will answer to the best 
of their ability, also we ask that you remember we all come from various nations with different 
teachings so we cannot be experts on all Aboriginal cultures - just our own teachings passed on 
from our elders and teachers. 


