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INVITATION  

  
We are delighted to invite you to take part in ClostPath 12, which will be held September 13-16 
in Canada in Banff, Alberta, which is located in the heart of the Canadian Rockies. 
 
For over 20 years, the biennial International Conference on the Molecular Biology & Pathogenesis 
of the Clostridia (ClostPath) has been an important venue for bringing scientists and clinicians 
together to share and discuss the latest research on the molecular biology of the clostridia and their 
role in health and disease.  
 
ClostPath 12 will be held at the Banff Centre, a full-service hotel and conference center surrounded 
by breathtaking scenery located just outside the town of Banff (pop. 8000). This unique mountain 
town is nestled in the heart of Banff National Park, the first National Park to be created in Canada 
and a UNESCO World Heritage Site.  
 
As with previous ClostPath meetings, ClostPath 12 will cover the latest developments in our 
understanding of how clostridial pathogens cause disease. Sessions will focus on the  
 
• Regulation of Virulence Factors 
• Structure and Mode of Actions of Clostridial Toxins  
• Spore Dynamics and Transmission 
• Host-Pathogen Interactions 
• Microbiome  
• One Health 
• New Technologies for Studying Clostridial Organisms (Genetic tools, Models, Assays, etc.) 
• Clinical Aspects (Epidemiology, Antimicrobial Resistance, Diagnosis, etc.) 
• Therapeutics (Treatment & Prevention) 

 
The Scientific Program of ClostPath 12 will include keynote lectures by internationally recognized 
leaders in the field of clostridial research and will also highlight work from early stage investigators. 
The conference aims to present the most recent and exciting work in the field from invited speakers 
as well as from contributors whose submitted abstracts have been selected by our International 
Scientific Steering Committee. In addition to scientific excellence, the committee has a 
longstanding commitment to ensuring a diverse panel of speakers in terms of gender, geography, 
race/ethnicity, and scientific interest.  Interactive, cutting-edge poster sessions will provide 
attendees with the opportunity to share their work with a broad audience, generate new ideas, and 
foster cross-disciplinary conversations. Attendees are encouraged to submit abstracts on their most 
recent or as yet unpublished work. 
 
A major objective of ClostPath is to provide a forum for trainees (students and postdoctoral fellows) 
to share their work, discuss their data with leading scientists, and train and inspire the next 
generation of clostridial researchers. In addition to poster sessions and oral presentations selected 
from the abstracts, trainees will be eligible to present their work in 5 minute “flash oral presentation” 
sessions to the entire audience, which serve as a preview to their poster presentations. Finally, a 



 

   

Pre-ClostPath Meeting for Young Scientists will precede the main conference on Monday, 
September 13, so trainees can network with their peers.  
 
Since a key goal of ClostPath is to foster meaningful interactions and promote the exchange of 
knowledge and ideas, we anticipate limiting the number of participants to between 250 and 275. 
The intimate setting of the Banff Centre facilitates these interactions and will foster collaborations 
between attendees from around the world. Indeed, the previous meeting brought together 240 
scientists from 24 countries. Finally, group social activities will further promote interactions and 
allow attendees to enjoy the spectacular scenery of Banff National Park. One of these activities will 
include a trip to Lake Louise, one of the most photographed sites in Canada. 
 
We very much look forward to seeing you at ClostPath 12 in Banff, Canada in 2021. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
Aimee Shen, Ph.D.  
Borden Lacy, Ph.D. 
 
Clostpath 12 Conference Co-Chairs, On behalf of the Organizing Committee  

    
  



 

   

CONFERENCE DETAILS   
  
  
Conference details   
Conference date:     September 13-16, 2021  
City / Country:      Banff, Alberta, Canada  
Venue:        The Banff Center for Arts and Creativity 

107 Tunnel Mountain Drive 
(403)762-6100  
https://www.banffcentre.ca/conferences  

Participants:       Around 250 delegates   
Website:      http://fourwav.es/clostpath12   
  
  
Conference Organizers 

• Dr. Aimee Shen, PhD   
Tufts University School of Medicine, USA  

• Dr. Borden Lacy, PhD 
Vanderbilt University Medical Center, USA 

 
Local Organizing Committee 

• Dr. Roman Melnyk, PhD 
Sick Kids Hospital and the University of Toronto, Canada 

• Dr. Tom Louie, MD 
University of Calgary, Canada 

• Dr. Joseph Sorg 
Texas A & M University, USA 
 

  
International Steering Committee  

• Dr. Jimmy Ballard, Chair, University of Oklahoma Health Sciences Center, USA 
• Dr. Robert Fagan, University of Sheffield, UK 
• Dr. Miia Lindström, University of Helsinki, Finland 
• Dr. Dena Lyras, Monash University, Australia 
• Dr. Bruce McClane, University of Pittsburgh, USA 
• Dr. Kaori Ohtani, Tokai University School of Medicine, Japan 
• Dr. Daniel Paredes-Sabja, Texas A&M University, USA 
• Dr. Wiep Klaas Smits, Leiden University Medical Center, The Netherlands 
• Dr. Rita Tamayo, The University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, USA 
• Dr. Francisco Uzal, The University of California at Davis, USA 
 

Conference Marketing:  
Mike Dority 
Email: clostpath2021.mdority@gmail.com 



 

   

PROGRAM  
  
Preliminary Program   
Details about the program will be announced in due course.  
 
 

Sunday September 12, 2021   
Pre-Clostpath Young Scientists 
Meeting  
  

  

Monday September 13, 2021  

Registration  
Welcome reception/mixer  

Keynote lecture  
  

Tuesday September 14, 2021  

Session 1  
Coffee break  
Session 2  
Lunch  
Session 3  
Coffee break and poster session 1  
Dinner  
  

  
Wednesday September 15, 2021  

Session 4  
Coffee break  
Session 5  
Lunch  
Trip to Lake Louise 
Dinner 
Session 6  

Thursday September 16, 2021  

Session 7  
Coffee break  
Session 8  
Lunch  
Poster session 2  
Session 9  
Coffee break  
Closing lecture  
Summary and announcements  
Conference dinner and party  
  

  
• As with previous ClostPath meetings, there will be dedicated sessions to the Microbiome and 

Therapeutics & Alternative Treatments 
 
  



 

   

CONFIRMED SPEAKERS 
 

Keynote Lecture 
• Dr. Julian Rood, PhD. Monash University, Australia 

 
State-of-the-Art Lecturers 

• Dr. Eric Skaar, PhD. Director of the Institute for Infection, Immunology, and Inflammation, 
Vanderbilt University Medical Center, USA 

• Dr. Rita Tamayo, PhD. University of North Carolina, USA (Tomru Shimzu Lecture) 
 
Invited Lecturers 

• Dr. Lynn Bry, MD/PhD. Director of the Massachusetts Host-Microbiome Center, Brigham and 
Women’s Hospital, USA 

• Dr. Brigitte Dörner, PhD. Robert Koch Institut, Germany 
• Dr. Simon Hirota, PhD. University of Calgary, Canada 
• Dr. Julian Hurdle, PhD. Texas A&M University, USA 
• Dr. Nobuhiko Kamada, PhD. University of Michigan, USA 
• Dr. Thomas Louie, MD. University of Calgary, Canada 
• Dr. Isabelle Martin-Verstraete, PhD. Pasteur Institut and Université Paris Diderot, France 
• Dr. Roman Melnyk, PhD. Sick Kids Hospital & University of Toronto, Canada 
• Dr. Shonna McBride, PhD. Emory University School of Medicine, USA 
• Dr. Sabine Pellett, PhD. University of Wisconsin-Madison, USA 
• Dr. Wiep Klaas Smits, PhD. Leiden University Medical Center. The Netherlands 
• Dr. Francisco Uzal, DVM/PhD. University of California, Davis, USA 

  



 

   

LOCATION AND VENUE  
  
The 12th International Conference on the Molecular Biology and Pathogenesis of the Clostridia 
(Clostpath 2021) will be held in the town of Banff, Canada, from September 13-16, 2021.   
 
Banff 
The town of Banff is situated in in the heart of the Canadian Rockies in Alberta, Canada. This area 
has long been a sacred place for the indigenous peoples who first lived in the foothills of the 
Canadian Rockies and recognized the sacred and healing properties of the natural hot springs. It 
was these hot springs that inspired the 
Canadian government to establish Banff 
National Park (originally named “Rocky 
Mountains Park of Canada) in 1887 as the first 
national park in Canada and the world’s third. 
The town of Banff was established shortly 
afterwards and has been a tourist destination 
ever since because of its easy access to 
stunning mountains, lakes, and valleys.  
 
In 1984, Banff National Park was designated a 
UNESCO World Heritage Site as part of the 
“Canadian Rocky Mountain Parks,” having 
been recognized for its “exceptional natural 
beauty” and “striking mountain landscape.” The park is famous for its intensely colored glacial 
lakes, majestic mountains, and gorgeous valleys. While spectacular scenery is easily accessed 
within minutes of the Banff town center, for the more adventurous, the 6,641 square kilometers 
(2,564 square miles) of the park provides ample opportunities to explore a vast, unspoiled 
wilderness whether it is on foot, by canoe or kayak, or climbing.  
 
The Banff townsite is a bustling mountain town with 360˚ views of mountain ranges. It offers 
almost every possible amenity despite its small population (~8,000). Visitors can hike Tunnel 
Mountain (4.3 km/2.6 mile trail) from the town center or dine at a wide array of restaurants serving 
foods as diverse as regionally sourced cuisine to 
Korean or Indian food. A variety of shops line 
the streets of Banff from luxury goods to 
outdoor gear to hand-crafted souvenirs. Banff’s 
small footprint (4 km2) makes it easily 
accessible by foot or bike, and it has an excellent 
public transportation system.   
  
Banff is readily accessible from the city of 
Calgary, which offers connecting service from 
most major cities in Canada, the United States, 
Europe, and the Asia-Pacific. Banff National 
Park is just a scenic 90 min drive from the 

 
 
 

 
 
 



 

   

Calgary International Airport (YYC) along the multi-lane Trans Canada Highway. Direct bus 
service via the Banff Airporter takes travelers from the Calgary International Airport directly to 
the Banff Center.  
  
 
The Banff Center  
The conference will be held at the Banff Center, a full-
service conference center and hotel located within 
Canada’s leading post-graduate arts institution, the 
Banff Center for the Arts and Creativity. The Banff 
Center hosts over 20,000 conference delegates from 
around the world each year. The campus boasts two 
hotels with newly renovated rooms, a comprehensive 
fitness facility, and dining facilities with breathtaking 
views. 
 
ClostPath 12 will take place in the Max Bell Building, 
which features a 340 seat auditorium and large foyer 
for poster sessions and receptions, in addition to 
numerous break-out meeting spaces. Furthermore, the 
campus is designed to facilitate interactions between 
conference attendees in modern, sustainable facilities 
within an unparalleled natural environment, making it an ideal venue for ClostPath 2021. 
   
  

 
292828

Banff Centre
107 Tunnel Mountain Drive 
Box 1020, Banff, Alberta T1L 1H5 
Telephone 403.762.6100 
banffcentre.ca 

Main Switchboard

Tel: 403.762.6100 (open 24 hours) 
Fax: 403.762.6444 

Conference Office

Box 1020, Banff, Alberta 
Canada T1L 1H5 
Toll Free: 1.877.760.4595 
Tel: 403.763.6712 
Fax: 403.762.6202 
Email:  
conferences@banffcentre.ca 

Accommodation Reservations

Toll Free: 1.800.884.7574 
Tel: 403.762.6308 
Fax: 403.762.7502 
Email:  
reservations@banffcentre.ca 

Box Office

Toll Free: 1.800.413.8368 
Tel: 403.762.6301 
Fax: 403.762.6483 
Email:  
box_office@banffcentre.ca

Airport and Ground 
Transportation
Banff is located a scenic 1-1/2 
hour drive 130 kilometers (80 
miles) west of the City of Calgary, 
Alberta. The Calgary International 
Airport services daily flights from 
most major centres in Canada, 
the United States, Europe, and 
the Asia-Pacific. Motor coach 
service is available directly from 
the airport or downtown Calgary. 
Major car rental companies, such 
as Avis, Budget, Enterprise, and 
Hertz are located at the Calgary 
International Airport and in Banff. 
For local transportation, taxi 
service is available in Banff. Coach 
hire is available through Brewster 
Transportation & Tours.

Banff Airporter
Official airport shuttle  
of Banff Centre 
1.888.449.2901 403.762.3330 
info@banffairporter.com  
banffairporter.com 

Clothing
Life at Banff Centre is  
informal; casual clothing is the 
norm. Come prepared to enjoy 
the many outdoor recreational 
opportunities available in Banff 
National Park, or indoors at the 
Centre’s recreation facility.  

Banff has a cool, dry climate. 
The mountainous area is subject 
to sudden, dramatic changes in 
temperatures and conditions; 
dressing in layers is a practical 
solution. In winter, be sure to 
pack a winter jacket or coat, a 
sweater or fleece pullover, winter 
boots (preferably with a flat sole 
for our hilly terrain), warm socks, 
a warm hat and scarf, and gloves 
or mittens. In spring or summer, 
bring a jacket or windbreaker, 
sweater or pullover, shoes with a 
flat sole and good treads, or a  
pair of running shoes, and a hat 
and sunscreen. 
 

Wheelchair Access
There are paths, roadways or 
ramps that provide access to 
and throughout most buildings. 
However, the Centre, built on the 
side of a mountain, does present 
challenges to those with limited 
mobility. Wheelchair access points 
for Banff Centre buildings are 
indicated on our property map.   
The Centre has a limited number 
of bedrooms which have been 
adapted for wheelchair access; 
advanced booking is required.  

If you or any of your delegates 
have special needs, please 
contact your conference services 
manager in advance of your stay 
so that we can provide assistance 
to make your stay  
more comfortable. 

Parking
Designated parking areas are 
set aside for guests, including 
complimentary parking in our 
200-stall parking structure. 
When registering, you may use 
the limited parking available 
in front of the Professional 
Development Centre. 

Pets
Please note only service animals 
are allowed at Banff Centre.

Non Smoking Policy
Banff Centre is a smoke-free 
facility. For the health, safety, 
and comfort of our guests, 
Banff Centre has designated all 
bedrooms, balconies, public 
areas, classrooms, performance 
spaces, and service areas as  
non-smoking. Smoking is not 
permitted in building entrance 
areas, or on outside patios where 
food service is available. Smoking 
is permitted only in Banff Centre’s 
designated outdoor smoking 
areas.

GENERAL INFORMATION

G
eneral Inform

ation



 

   

WHY SPONSOR?  

  
The Clostridia comprise a diverse and medically important class of Gram-positive and spore-
forming bacteria that includes several significant human pathogens that secrete potent toxins. 
Clostridioides difficile is a leading cause of nosocomial and community-acquired diarrhea, 
Clostridium botulinum is the causative agent of botulism, C. perfringens can cause food poisoning 
and gangrene, C. tetani causes tetanus, and Paraclostridium sordellii can cause toxic shock 
syndrome. C. botulinum and several other clostridia (C. novyi, C. sporogenes, C. acetobutylicum) 
are additionally important in medical applications and experimental therapeutic interventions. 
Many of these species infect and cause disease in humans as well as other mammals, and their 
study is therefore an excellent example of One Health, the collaborative effort of multiple 
disciplines – locally, nationally and globally – to attain optimal health for people, animals and the 
environment.  

• The 2021 conference will mark the 12th edition of a continuous and very successful series 
of international conferences. This meeting brings together a captive audience of 
international specialists: biologists, molecular biologists, biochemists, microbiologists, 
clinicians, veterinarians, food safety experts, control authorities and diagnostic laboratories. 
Don’t miss this opportunity to highlight your organization’s support!  

• The program encompasses plenary lectures, keynote speakers and poster viewing. The 
program is organized in such a way that maximum time is allowed for networking. 
Similarly, this offers optimal conditions for companies to display and promote their 
activities and products at various stages during the meeting and recruit top-notch scientists.  

  
Clostpath 2021 wants to partner with you and offer a unique platform for you to interact 
with a captive audience of international specialists allowing you:  

• Wide acknowledgment of your organization leading up to and during the Conference.  

• Excellent networking opportunities during the Conference to promote your products and 
services to a highly relevant audience.  

• An opportunity to utilize the Conference experience to showcase your organization’s 
position of support for this important area of research.  

• An opportunity to source new contacts and business leads or maintain relationships with 
existing researchers, customers, suppliers and important institutions.  



 

   

• The possibility to launch new initiatives, products or services directly to your primary users.  

• To gain access to Conference delegates who are keen to improve their knowledge within 
the field, and through your organization’s support, closely align your organization with 
delegates’ professional development on a personal level.  

• An opportunity for your key staff to connect face to face with the most influential people, 
bodies and organization’s representing this academic field in one place over a short period 
of time.   
    

SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES   

  
A variety of partnership packages are being offered for your organization’s exposure at Clostpath 
2021 with four-tiered partner packages with exclusive options built in, along with additional 
sponsorship opportunities and of course, exhibition.   
The Conference is also happy to tailor packages not currently available in this prospectus, and we 
encourage those with interest in exposure to contact our Conference Management team to discuss 
what is possible.   
All prices are listed in U.S. dollars. 
  
Your sponsorship opportunities at the Clostpath 2021 Conference:   

  PLATINUM  
SPONSOR  
$ 20,000  

GOLD  
SPONSOR   
$ 10,000  

SILVER  
SPONSOR   
$ 5,000  

BRONZE  
SPONSOR  
$3,500  

Before the conference      

Inclusion and profile on website with 
logo and link  

√  √  √  √  

Recognition as a sponsor on 
conference promotional documents  

√  √  √  √  

During the conference      

Exhibition stand (incl. shell scheme)  12 m²  6 m²  50% 
discount  

25% 
discount  

Advertisement in the conference 
program  

√  √  √  √  

Company logo in the conference 
program  

√  √  √  √  

Recognition as sponsor via signage  √  √  √  √  



 

   

Free exhibitor registrations 
(exhibition only)  

2  1      

Free conference registration  2  1      
Free tickets to the conference dinner  1        
After the conference      

Continued recognition on all follow 
up media, marketing and updates  

√  √      

Visibility on the conference website 
for 6 months after the event  

√  √      

  

    



   

   

ADDITIONAL SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES   
 

  
Depending on the level of support provided, sponsoring entities will be acknowledged as:  

• Platinum sponsor : > $ 20,000  
• Gold sponsor : $ 10,000 – 19,999  
• Silver sponsor : $ 3,501 – 9,999  
• Bronze : < $ 3,500  

  
Benefits of the additional sponsorship opportunities will replace the benefits of the tiered partner 
packages.  
  
Conference dinner (Exclusive sponsorship)                 $ 10,000    

• Exclusive grant to support the Conference dinner  
• All delegates welcome  
• Featured recognition with corporate logo in the Conference dinner area  
• Recognition as a sponsor on conference documentation  

  
  

Poster Reception (Maximum of 2 sponsors)           $ 7,500     
• All delegates welcome; complimentary beverages and food served  
• Featured recognition with corporate logo in the Poster Reception area  
• Recognition as a sponsor on conference documentation  

  
  

Conference Lanyard (Exclusive sponsorship)          $ 4,000  
• Your company logo appears on delegate lanyards - exclusive   
• Recognition as a sponsor on conference documentation  

  
  

  
Lunch (Maximum of 3 sponsors)              $ 5,000  

• Recognition as a sponsor via signage during the sponsored lunch  
• Recognition as a sponsor on conference documentation  

  
  

Coffee breaks (Maximum of 3 sponsors)            $ 2,000  
• Recognition as a sponsor via signage during the sponsored coffee break  
• Recognition as a sponsor on conference documentation  

  
  
  



   

   

EXHIBITION   
 

  
A great way to have a physical presence on-site and allow your key staff to have a base of 
operations to network from. Involvement in the exhibition also allows the opportunity to showcase 
your products and services to delegates, whilst providing an opportunity to brand your space.  
  
Stand package*                  $ 400 per m2  
Each exhibition package includes:  
  

• Shell scheme stand  
• Fascia sign for your company name  
• Light  
• 1 power socket  
• Table and 2 chairs  
• One complimentary exhibitor registration per 6m2 * Minimum of 6m2.  

  

Space only stand **                  $300 per m2  
Space only stands are ideal for those who wish to build their own stand, or bring a 
pop-up stand. Each space only package includes:  
  

• 1 power socket  
• Table and 2 chairs  
• Exhibitor listed in the conference app, website and pocket program  
• One complimentary exhibitor registration per 6m2  

** minimum of 6m2   
  
Extra exhibitor badge  
Additional exhibitor badges can be booked at a rate of $150 (exhibition only).   
  
Special requests  
Please feel free to contact the conference management team to discuss your needs.  
  
Email: clostpath2021.mdority@gmail.com 
Phone:  
  
   
  



   

   

BOOKING AND POLICIES  
 

  
Terms of Payment  
100% upon receipt of agreement.  
  
All payments must be received before the start of Clostpath 2021. Should the Supporter fail to 
complete payments prior the commencement of Clostpath 2021, the Organizer will be entitled to 
cancel the reservation while cancellation will be subject to cancellation fees as determined below.  
  
Reservations made less than 6 months before the Conference will be subject to 100% payment 
upon reservations.  
  
Payment methods  
After receipt of the sponsorship you will receive an invoice, payable within 30 days after receipt. 
If the invoice has not been fully paid before the conference, you will not have access to the 
conference.  
  
Cancellation / Modification Policy  
Cancellation/modification of items must be made via email to 
clostpath2021.mdority@gmail.com.  In case of cancellation of the sponsorship agreement by the 
sponsor a cancellation fee of 25% of the agreed sponsorship contribution applies if the 
cancellation is received before or on April 1, 2021. After April 1, 2021 a cancellation fee of 100% 
of the agreed contribution applies.  


