
Join us for the CSM FOME 2019! 
 
Interested in improving microbiology education? Wondering how can we best spend our efforts 
in teaching microbiology so students have the best learning experience? The Canadian Society 
of Microbiologists has a long history supporting both undergraduate and graduate students; 
we’re pleased to continue this tradition with a pre-conference workshop to take place on 
Monday June 10th from 8:30 am – 12:30 pm. 
  
This year we are excited to have Dr. Mark O. Martin as our keynote facilitator! 
 
Mark O. Martin is currently Associate Professor of Biology at the University of Puget Sound in 
Tacoma, Washington. Awed by bioluminescent bacteria while in junior high school, he went on 
to earn a B.A. in Biology at UCLA and a PhD in Biological Sciences from Stanford University. 
After postdoctoral work in San Diego, he went on to work in the biotechnology industry for seven 
years. Following that, Martin returned to academia, teaching for 8 years at Occidental College in 
Los Angeles, before joining the University of Puget Sound faculty in 2005. At Puget Sound, 
Martin teaches introductory cell and molecular biology, symbiotic associations, and his beloved 
microbiology.  

Martin is well known for incorporating social media and 
creative approaches in his classroom, mixing art and 
science in ways that students find memorable.  He has 
found that creative approaches in the classroom and 
laboratory translate into effective learning outcomes.  
Martin’s undergraduate research group explores the 
genetics of predatory and other “undomesticated” microbes, 
as well as novel symbioses between bacteria and terrestrial 
and marine animals. Over the years, Martin has sent 24 of 
his undergraduate research students to PhD programs 
across the Unites States, six of whom are currently in 
faculty positions.  
 
An avowed “microbial centrist” and “microbial whisperer,” 

he works tirelessly in and out of the classroom to promote what he calls “#MattersMicrobial” to 
all who will listen.  This includes not only Martin’s students, but his long-suffering wife Dr. 
Jennifer Quinn and tolerant sons Anson and Zachary.  
 
We will also explore best practices in teaching, learning and assessment, as well as challenges 
and issues unique to teaching microbiology. This year we’re pleased to offer two concurrent 
workshop sessions: strategies for teaching assistants, and effective assessment approaches for 
creating multiple choice questions.  
 
There will also be MicroFOME sessions (15-minute educational demonstrations or 
presentations) selected from submitted proposals. Are you interested in sharing your teaching 
methods or facilitating a MicroFOME session? Abstract submission guidelines can be found 
below, and can be submitted by emailing csmfome@gmail.com.  
 
Faculty members, sessional instructors, post-docs, and graduate students are all welcome at 
this workshop, however registration is limited. Join us for the discussion!  
 
 
 



CSM FOME 2019 Schedule:  
 
 

 
“MicroFOME” sessions   
 
Submit a proposal for a 15-minute educational demonstration, presentation, or discussion which 
will take place during the education workshop on June 10th. In these sessions, you can share a 
teaching strategy you’ve used in a microbiology (or biology) class, laboratory, or field activity 
that you feel greatly enhanced your teaching or didn’t quite work the way you wanted (and you 
want to tell your cautionary tale). Alternatively, you could share resources that helped to 
enhance your teaching, curriculum development, or assessments. Proposals discussing novel 
educational research are also encouraged. You could also facilitate a discussion on an issue 
relating to (or affecting) undergraduate microbiology education.  
 
Review Process  
 
The CSM FOME committee will review submitted proposals after the submission deadline. 
Proposals will be reviewed for relevance (to undergraduate microbiology education), clarity and 
potential applicability in different institutions/settings.  
 
Proposal Format: 
 
Proposals should be submitted to csmfome@gmail.com and include: 

1. Proposal title (maximum 25 words) – Provide a title that describes your topic. 
2. Presenter(s) information - Names, positions, institutional affiliations, and contact 

information for the presenter(s). The person who submits the proposal will be the key 
contact.  

3. Abstract (maximum 250 words) – Provide a brief description of what will be discussed 
in your session. This abstract will appear in the conference program. 

4. Elements of engagement/relevance – How will you engage the audience during this 
session (discussion, tech-demonstration, activities)? Can you use activities or methods 
in your session that can be extended to the classroom? (As in evidence-based 
educational practice, we’re encouraging participants to go beyond a traditional 
presentation structured as a single presenter speaking to an audience “sage-on-stage” 
approach, though we recognize that there are limited elements that can be used in the 
short session format.)  

5. Audiovisual requirements. There will be a screen and projector for computer display. If 
additional AV equipment or materials are needed, please list them. 

Time Event 

8:00am – 8:30am Coffee and light refreshments 

8:30am – 8:45am  Introduction and Welcome to FOME 2019 

8:45am – 10:15am  Keynote: Mark O. Martin (Title TBA) 

10:15am – 10:30am  Coffee/Tea Break: Get into your breakout sessions now!  

10:30am – 11:30am  Concurrent session 1: Strategies for being an effective teaching assistant 
Concurrent session 2: Assessment, the ABCs of MCQs (multiple-choice 
questions) 

11:30am – 11:35am  Coffee/Tea Break 

11:35am – 12:15pm  MicroFOME sessions 

12:15pm – 12:30pm Wrap up and evaluations 
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6. Other requirements. If there are any other materials needed, please indicate what they 
are. 

 
Submissions are accepted by email (csmfome@gmail.com) until May 17, 2019. Please DO 
NOT use the CSM abstract submission site to submit proposals for this workshop or education 
poster presentations.  
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